of the deceased's family living in the Ashram, I can have no
interest in writing to any one else. Nor can I be confined to
writing about personal and domestic matters. If I am permitted
to write at all, I must give instructions about many matters
that I had entrusted to the deceased. These have no connection
with politics which are the least part of my activities. I am
directing the affairs of the A. I. S. A. and kindred associations.
Sevagram Ashram itself has many activities of a social, educa-
tional and humanitarian character. I should be able to receive
letters about these activities and write about them. There is
the Andrews Memorial Fund. There is a large sum lying at
my disposal. I should be able to give instructions about its
disposal. To this end I must be in correspondence with the
people at Shantiniketan. Pyarelal Nayyar who was co-secretary
with Mahadev Desai, and whose company as also that of my
wife was offered to me at the time of my arrest, has not yet
been sent. I have asked the I. G. P. about his whereabouts. I
can get no information about him, nor ^tbout Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel who was under my care for the control of his intestinal
trouble. If I may not correspond with them about their health
and welfare, again the permission granted can have no meaning
for me.
I hope that even if the Government cannot extend the
facilities for correspondence in terms of this letter, they will
appreciate my difficulty.
Detention Camp,                                      I am, Yours etc.,
27-8-'42                                                     M. K. Gandhi
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N. S. D. V1011:,
Home Department (Political^
Bombay Castle, 22nd September, 1942
From
The Secretary to the Government of Bombky,
Home Department
To
M. K. Gandhi, Esquire
Sir,
In reply to your letter dated the 27th August, 1942, I am
directed to request you to furnish me with a list of the inmates
of the Sevagram Ashram with whom you wish to correspond
on personal and domestic matters only. In regard to your further
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